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ECK: Today's date is October 


The time is 0916 hours. This is Christine 


Bastedenbeck of the Fir 


York. I'm with Ch 


conducting an inte 


Department of the City of New 


ristopher Eccleston. We're 


rview with the following individual: 


Q. Please state your name, rank, title, and your 


assigned command of th 


events of Septembe 


Fire Department regarding the 


r lith, 2001. 


A. My name is Anthony Bartolomey, an EMT 


assigned to 


EMS Battalion 4. 


Q. What unit were you working on September 11? 

A. 02 Bravo Tour I. 

Q. Who were you working with on that day? 

A. Pasquale Felitti. 

Q. On that morning, were you assigned to the 
World Trade Center? 

A. Yes. 

QO? Approximately what time? 

A. At approximately 8:55 a.m. 

Q. At approximately what time did you arrive? 

A. At about 8:58. 

Q. On your way there, were you able to see 


anything that was happening? 


A. Debris floating in the air from the towers, 
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people running away from the towers and vehicles left 


abandoned in the street. We were approaching from 


Broadway coming westbound on Cortlandt Street. There 


were two taxicabs and a soda truck left abandoned by 


their drivers. My partner actually got out of the 


vehicle and pulled the vehicles over to the side so we 
could get the ambulance through. We made a right turn 


onto Church Street, parked on Church and Fulton in 


front of the Millenium Hotel on the southeast corner. 
Q. When you arrived there, did any civilians 
report anything to you? 
A. Yes. Numerous civilians were telling me that 


a plane had hit the building. There were discrepancies 


as to the type of plane. Some were saying it was a 
Cessna or Leer jet type, a small jet plane. Some said 
it was a large passenger plane. One person actually 


said that it was like a military style plane that 


actually shot missiles into the building. 
@:; Who did you report to when you first got 


there? 


A. When we got there, there were no supervisors 


on the scene. We reported to a paramedic unit from New 


York Downtown, I believe it was 1 Victor. They're 


paramedics based out of Beekman Downtown Hospital. 
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They had had their vehicle on the corner of Vesey and 


Church, on the southwest corner, in front of 5 World 


Trade by Borders Bookstore. They already had three 
patients in their vehicle. There were more patients 
approaching as we had gotten there. So we grabbed our 


equipment out of our vehicle and walked up a block to 


them. It was them and a crew from 1 Adam was there 
also treating some patients. Nobody had established 
staging at that time yet, or, if they had, it hadn't 
come up over the radio. So pretty much we stayed where 


we were and started to treat patients there. 


Q. That was where; at the corner of -- 
A. The corner of Vesey and Church Street. 
Q. Okay. Then just tell me the events that you 


remember happening. 


A. Then as we were starting to treat some more 
patients, we heard rumbling. We thought maybe it was 


debris falling from the tower. You look up and you see 


the flame of the plane hitting the second building. 


When you see the footage on TV, you see it fly in one 


side and the fireball shot out through the other side. 
We actually saw the fireball shot out from the north 


side of that building. 


Everybody got behind the vehicle to brace 
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themselves against any debris that was coming down. 


Debris came down. There was glass and metal hitting 


the ground around us. That's when we decided to get 


out of that area because we didn't know what else was 


going to come down on us. So we got the people that 


were able to walk from there, we got them to walk, got 
ourselves out of there. 

I'm not sure where my partner went after 
that. I went towards the subway station on Church 
Street in front of that cemetery. It's by the Trinity 
Church annex. Because people were standing there just 


like deer in the headlights kind of thing, just 


staring. 

Q. Did you walk at that point? 

A. I ran, actually. 

Q. You ran. Okay. 

A. It was only across the street because we wer 
on the west side of the street. The subway station is 
on the east side. There's a double entrance. Two 
stairways converge into one. They go down into the 
mezzanine level. People were just standing there. I 


was telling them get down, get underground, because 


they're sitting there while stuff is still falling on 


them. So I get them down there. 
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That's where I started finding patients and 


apparently somebody was there with I guess he must 


have been treated and the crew that was there ran and 


he got left behind because he had a cervical collar and 


he had a triage tag around his neck. So I had a couple 


of civilians help me carry him down the stairs to the 


bottom, to the mezzanine level, where the token clerk 
is, put him there, and then they had another patient 
who was a female. She had fallen and hit her head. 
She had a lump about the size of a golf ball on her 
forehead. She was going in and out of consciousness. 
We put her down next to the other guy. Then there was 
an elderly female who felt weak in the legs and was 
unable to walk. So now I had three patients there in 
front of the token booth. 

So I go back upstairs, come up on the radio, 
let them know, you know, I'm half crew. I don't know 


where my partner is. I've got three patients not able 


to walk. I need somebody to get them out of there 


because at that point I had no equipment on me either. 


Slowly but surely the police started coming down with 


some equipment to help carry the patients out. We got 


the third one out of there. I forget exactly what 


time. It was right before the towers fell, which that 
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was about between 9:55 and 10:00, approximately. 


Because we had gotten back upstairs with the last 


patient and there was nobody around. There were police 


officers there saying the tower was in danger of 


collapse and so they were evacuating the immediate 
area. 


So we went up one block to Barclay Street. 


We were still on Church walking northbound. We got to 
St. Peter's Church, and I'm not sure who these people 
were, I'm not sure if they were federal or plainclothes 
police officers also, told us start setting up a triage 
over in front of St. Peter's Church because at this 
point nobody really was sure where everybody was 

going. So anybody who could walk was walking, getting 
out of the immediate area. 


So we still had this one guy on a long board 


with a collar on him, and they brought one other person 
over who was in a stair chair. I forget exactly what 
his injuries were. I believe he had hurt his ankle or 


something like that. That's when we heard the rumbling 


of the tower starting to collapse and we started to get 
people inside the church because you saw the cloud of 


the smoke and the soot that was kicked up when the 


tower fell. At the rate of speed it was coming up the 
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street, we weren't going to be able to outrun it, so we 


decided the best bet would be to get back in inside. 
We got who we could inside. I got caught outside of 


the church when the dust cloud overcame me and then I 


felt my way back in. There were some other officers 


and people inside the church, and we waited there until 


the dust subsided a little bit so we could get out. 


At that point I lost track of time. I 
couldn't tell you exactly what time everything happened 
after that. We get outside I was complaining my throat 
was burning from breathing in -- I don't think how long 
I was outside breathing in all the soot and 
everything. There was a unit from Booth Memorial 
Hospital, another ambulance unit. They already had 


patients in their vehicle. They took me and told me to 


go with them, and then they brought me up to Roosevelt 


Hospital. 


Q. And you became a patient there? 


QO. Where were you when the second tower 


collapsed? 


A. I'm not sure because, like I said, I lost 


track of time. So I'm not sure if I was still in the 


church when the second tower came down because we wer 


A. BARTOLOMI 


Gd 
K 


in there for quite a while before you could see outside 


enough to step out because the soot and the dust, the 


black in the sky to the point where it looked like it 


was nighttime outside. 
Q. You said you ended up going to the hospital 
with a Booth Memorial unit? 


A. Yes. 


Q. In the time that you were down at the scene 


of the Trade Center, did you run into any EMTs or 
paramedics that you knew? 

A. I ran into one, but I didn't know him. He 
said he was from Brooklyn. 

Q. Was he on duty or off duty, in a uniform? 

A. He had the uniform shirt, but he was wearing 
jeans, so I'm assuming he was off duty at the time. 

Q. But you didn't know his name? 

A. I didn't know who he was. He just said he 
worked out of Brooklyn. 

@:; The only place you went prior to the collapse 


was into the subway station? 


A. Yes. 
@) And that was -- 
AG The E train. It's the World Trade Center 


station of the E train. 
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QO. From which street did you enter into that? 

A. From Church Street in between I believe it's 
Cortlandt -- no. Fulton and Vesey. Right here in 
front of St. Paul's cemetery. 

Q. You never went into the Trade Center 
buildings themselves? 

A. No. The closest I got was in the front, 


right here, where Borders Bookstore was, which is right 
over here. That was as close as I got. I never 
actually went inside the building, no. 

Q. So for the first collapse you had gone to St. 
Peter's Church? 

A. Yes. 

Q. As the building came down and the cloud of 


smoke approached you, you felt your way into the 


church? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Then you came outside and you're not even 


aware of when the second tower came down? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know approximately what time you 
became a patient? 

A. That would probably be around between 10:30 


and 11:00. I have the paperwork from the hospital. I 
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don't have it with me. But it would tell you what time 


I got to the hospital and the time I was released. 


Q. Okay. Is there anything else that you'd like 


to include in the interview, anything you want to say? 


A. No, that's about it. 


MS. BASTEDENBECK: Then this concludes the 


interview with EMT Anthony Bartolomey. The time now is 


9:28 on October 9, 2001. 


